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Islands of Elimination: Scaling Up Urban 
TB Responses
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Leprosy

• In the 19th Century, 
Robben Island became a 
leper colony. 

• Lepers were moved to the 
Colony on a voluntary basis, 

• After the Leprosy 
Repression Act in May 
1882, they were forced to 
live on the island, with no 
option of return.
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Leprosy and 
Tuberculosis

•Key Message 1

Stigma and 
Discrimination

Image credit: By NIAID - Mycobacterium Tuberculosis Bacteria, the 
Cause of TB, CC BY 2.0
https://synexagroup.com/blog-articles/https-synexagroup-com-blog-
articles-mycobacterium-leprae-the-lazy-cousin-to-tuberculosis
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https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/hq-tuberculosis/global-tuberculosis-report-2023/globaltbreport2023_slideset.pdf?sfvrsn=93c3b816_6
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https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/hq-tuberculosis/global-tuberculosis-report-2023/globaltbreport2023_slideset.pdf?sfvrsn=93c3b816_6

Key Message 2

TB knows no 
borders
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Tuberculosis 
Treatment back in 
the day

• Children with tuberculosis sleep 
outside at Springfield House Open 
Air School in London in 1932. 

• Like sanatoriums, these schools 
offered TB sufferers a place to 
receive the top treatment of the day: 
fresh air and sunshine.

Fox Photos/Getty Images

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2013/06/05/188906912/tuberculosis-white-
plague-doctors-modern-medicine
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https://www.tballiance.org/content/drugs-regimens-transforming-tb-drug-development
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Retrospective chart review: TB diagnosis n=188

Study period EPTB EPTB +
HIV

ART naïve CD4 cell count Race
(Black)

Unemployed

Jan-Mar
2016

n = 80 
(43%)

71/80
(88%)

34/71
(47%)

68
(IQR 32-165)

76/80
(96%)

57/80
(71%)

Extra-Pulmonary TB (1 or more of the following, with or without Pulmonary TB):
Lymph node, Pleura, Bone, Abdomen, Milliary pattern on Chest Xray, Pericardium, Meninges, 
Blood or Bone Marrow
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We are armed with everything Biomedical
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What to know about TB to stop TB

TB contacts who 
began TB 

preventative 
therapy (TPT)

PLHIV initiated on 
TB Preventative 

Therapy

Percentage of 
PLHIV initiated on 
TB Preventative 

Therapy

TB clients newly 
diagnosed and 

notified

New cases did not 
start on treatment.

TB loss to follow-
up

TB success rate 
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What to know about TB to stop TB

https://dchealth.dc.gov/page/tuberculosis-basics
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Context-specific Responses
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Community Participatory 
Research: Empowering 
eThekwini District Municipality's 
Response to HIV, TB, and STIs 
Through the District AIDS Council

Presented by: Thabisile Mfeka, 
Deputy Head: Mayoral Affairs, 
eThekwini Municipality, South 

Africa
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Clinical Governance – Improving quality of care!
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Integrated Screening
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Funding Strategies
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