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--World Health Organization, 
Ottawa Charter for Health Promotion (1986)

“People cannot achieve their 
fullest health potential unless 

they are able to take control of 
those things which determine 

their health.”



The GIPA Principle is…

The Greater Involvement of People Living 
with HIV or AIDS



  GIPA means meaningfully involving 
people living with HIV in the 

programmatic, policy and funding 
decisions and actions that impact on our 
lives by ensuring that we participate in 

important decisions.
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The Denver Principles (1983)

"We condemn attempts to label us as 
'victims,' a term which implies defeat, and 
we are only occasionally 'patients,' a term 
which implies passivity, helplessness, and 
dependence upon the care of others. We are 
people with AIDS."   



Paris Declaration (1994)

“We, the Heads of Government or Representatives of the 42 
States assembled in Paris on 1 December 1994:

…
Support a greater involvement of people with HIV/AIDS … 

[b]y ensuring their full involvement in our common 
response to the pandemic at all national, regional and 

global levels, this initiative will, in particular, stimulate the 
creation of supportive political, legal and social 

environments.“



Adopted by the:
• United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS, 2001
• United Nations High-Level Meetings on HIV/AIDS, 2006, 2011, 2016

The 2016 Political Declaration calls for all of the following for people living with HIV and 
for key populations:

§ Realisation of the GIPA principle for greater and meaningful involvement in the HIV 
response;

§ Protection of human rights for all ages;
§ Recognition of the right to equal participation in civil, political, social, economic and 

cultural life;
§ Empowerment to know one’s rights and to access justice and legal services to prevent 

and challenge violations of human rights; and
§ Removal of prejudice, stigma, or discrimination.

GIPA at the United Nations 
The GIPA Principle is a commitment made by the governments of the world to 
full inclusion of people living with HIV in decision-making that affects us.











Service Delivery



Governance



Leadership



First Responders:
SOS Venezuela



Venezuela



GIPA across the 90s
Prevention | Care  |  Viral Suppression | And beyond

• Participatory Planning and Budgeting
• Community-led Services (where desired and 

appropriate)
• Community Advisory Boards
• Systems for Influence

Core support for PLHIV and other KP networks at 
global, regional, and local levels



Community Engagement

• The four “Hows”:
– How to ensure influence by PLHIV and affected 

communities?
– How to involve a diversity of ages, experiences, 

genders, and key populations?
– How to support capacity-building?
– How to create sustainability for the community-

led response?



  
 “Once social change begins, it cannot be 

reversed. 
You cannot un-educate the person who has 

learned to read.
 You cannot humiliate the person who feels 

pride. 
You cannot oppress the people who are not 

afraid anymore.“
                - Cesar Chavez
      



In loving memory of 
Prudence Mabele


